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Discovering our History

Objectives:
– Research historic use of the land comprising our campus,
– Share educational interpretation with our fellow employees and 

the community, 
– Protect historic features for future generations.

Discussion:
– Site Timeline,
– Original Land Grant Map,
– Turn of the Century Postcards,
– Portsmouth Asylum Project.
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WESTERN 
WOODLAND

LAWTON’S 
VALLEY

LOCAL 
HISTORY

1620 1640 1660 1680 17001600

Mar 7, 1638 Portsmouth Compact signed. Group lead 
by Coddington, Aspinwall, and Coggeshall. Town of 
Pocasset formed on Aqudineck Is. Later called 
Portsmouth. 
May 13, 1638 First town hall meeting held.

Jan 25, 1648 George Lawton granted land on the 
Wading River(both sides of West Main Rd) later 
called Lawton Valley. Mill established. Wading 
River drains the “Hunting Swap and the Round 
Swamp.” Thomas Cornell granted far side of the 
valley site of current apartment complex.

1636-1799  Thomas Hazard held 
the Western Woodland as part of 
the original Portsmouth Land 
Grant. He is reportedly buried on 
the site of the Town Farm.

Dec 10, 1666 Thomas Hazard 
sells land to Thomas Shrieve

1636 Providence founded 
by Roger Williams Apr 2, 1639 Aquidneck Is divided into Portsmouth and 

Newport.Newport also included what is now called Middletown.

1648 John Mott becomes the first town pauper

Site History Timeline
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Site History Timeline
1720 1740 1760 1780 18001700

1742 Ferries established to 
facilitate access to Newport from 
Providence area. One from 
Warwick Neck to the North end of 
Prudence Is, the other from the 
south end of Prudence Is to 
Lawton Valley

1786, Aug 28 Thomas Shrieve
sells land to Richmond 
Sission

1787, Sept 27 Richmond 
Sission sells land to 
Zacheus Chase

1796, Nov 11
Zacheus
Chase sells 
land to 
James Chase

1716 First school house 
established on what is 
now Union St

Dec 8 1776 to Oct 25, 1779
Island occupied by British

Jul 10, 1777 Col. Barton 
captures British Gen. Prescott

Aug 1778 Battle of RI takes place 
on Aquidneck Is.
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WESTERN 
WOODLAND

LAWTON’S 
VALLEY

LOCAL 
HISTORY

Site History Timeline
1820 1840 1860 1880 19001800

1849, Apr 10 George Bailey 
sells land to Jacob Chase

Jul 25, 1853 Cornell 
sells land to Sumner

1870 Lawton Valley sold by the 
Howes to Bacon. They moved to Oak 
Glen at 745 Union Street.

Nov 4, 1831 James Chase sells 
future site of Portsmouth 
Asylum land to Town of 
Portsmouth

1833 Portsmouth Asylum established. It occupied 60 acres in 
SW corner. Poor where expected to work unless sick. 
Punishments where within the “dark room. Cemetery is 
located in the area(other side of fence.) No names are on any 
headstones(1991 survey). Operated until 1926.

1809 Cola discovered at 
Arnold’s Pt.Coal mine 
operates until 1913

1862 Civil War 
Hosp opened in 
Melville

1864 Newport to Fall 
River RR completed

1865 Civil War ends

Civil War Lawton Valley owned by Dr. Samuel Howe and Julia 
Ward Howe (author of the Battle Hymn of the Republic). 
Summer home established on an old mill site.

1895 Land not 
including 
Portsmouth 
Asylum owned by 
Charles A. Chase

1850 Grist Mill and Carding 
Mill in Lawton Valley operated 
by Jacob Chase

Mar 8, 1855
Sumner sells 
land to Howe
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Site History Timeline
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1945 Lawton Valley dammed to 
create reservoir. Water and 
stream are now called Lawton 
Brook.  

1900, Mar 3
Charles  Chase 
sells land to A. 
De Costa

1929-1944 Portsmouth 
Asylum leased to the 
public. Land leased was 
along the water( 8 lots)

1926 
Portsmouth 
Asylum ceases 
operation 1959, Jan 26 Raytheon leased 

property from DeCosta. 
Construction of site starts

1960, Nov 23 3 Additonal lots 
leased from DeCosta

1900,  Atwell Tucker  becomes resident 
manager of Portsmouth Asylum.  Son 
Claude becomes oyster watchman on 
shore of farm
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From the 1648 Land Grants

Future Site of Raytheon

West Main Road

Thomas Hazard, Original Occupant of our Site
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Turn of the Century Picture 
Postcards

“Lawton Valley Falls”
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“A Glimpse of 
Lawton’s Valley, 
near Newport R.I.”

Turn of the Century Picture 
Postcards
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Portsmouth Asylum Project

• Establishing the Location:
• Where is it?

• Researching the Operation:
• What existing documentation is available?

• Uncovering the Past:
• What can the site tell us?

• Sharing our Heritage:
• How can we share our newfound knowledge with others?
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Establishing The Location

• 1895 Map Shows Portsmouth Asylum (Town Farm) 
Established in Southwest Corner of Raytheon Property.

Future Site of Raytheon

West Main Road

Portsmouth Asylum
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Establishing The Location

• 1907 Map Shows Portsmouth Asylum (Town Farm) Still in 
Operation

Future Site of Raytheon

West Main Road

Portsmouth Asylum
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Establishing The Location

• Jim Garman, a Local Archaeology Professor, Finds the 
Town Farm in a 1939 Aerial Photo,

• Fields Yield Clues To Stone Walls Locating The Farm.

Future Site of Raytheon
West Main Road

Jim Garman

Portsmouth Asylum Site
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Establishing The Location

• Walk-Through Reveals 
Surface Artifacts:
– Cistern,
– Well,
– Indentations.

• Further Examination of 
Indentations Yield 
Buried Foundations,

• Preliminary Mapping 
Performed.
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Researching the Operation

• Acquiring “Report on the Poor and 
Insane in Rhode Island”:
– 1850
– Portsmouth Asylum Prominently 

Mentioned

• Looking for Portsmouth Asylum in 
Published Memoirs
– “A Coastal Schooner Life on Southern 

New England Waters”
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Researching the Operation

• Examining Town Records at Portsmouth Town Hall,
• Examining Portsmouth Asylum Records at Rhode Island 

Historical Society,
• Scouring Microfiche of Newport Daily News and Newport 

Mercury,
• Interviewing Local Historians,
• Scouring Private Collections,
• Investigating Genealogical Web Message Boards.
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Uncovering The Past

• Detailed Mapping, Selective Excavation and Artifact 
Curation
– We Will Establish “Horizontal Control” by Laying out a Grid of 

10’x10’ Square Units,
– Artifacts Given ID Numbers and Located Within Unit

Datum

N
10’ 10’ 10’ 10’

10’

W

SW
Corner-
Reference

Unit:
N010E010

Unit:
S010W010

Unit:
N000E020

Unit:
N000E020

SW Reference
Point

66” N

85” E

Artifact 0001- Bottle:  
Unit - N000E020,
Provenience - 66” Northing, 85” Easting
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Uncovering The Past

• Detailed Mapping, Selective 
Excavation and Artifact Curation
– We Will Establish “Vertical 

Control” by Measuring the Depth of 
each Artifact or Feature

– Strata Profiles Recorded Every 10”
– Artifact Depth Recorded

Unit:
N000E020

8”

Unit Markers:
Stakes

ground line

1

2

3

4

Artifact 0001- Bottle:  
Unit - N000E020,
Depth – 8”

line-level
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Uncovering The Past

• We Will Identify High Potential Areas For Excavation
– To Help us Determine Artifact Deposits, We will Perform an 

Electomagnetic Survey at Each Corner Reference
– We Will Locate Foundation Wall Outlines Using Probes
– We Will Correlate with Photographic Evidence

Datum

N
10’ 10’ 10’ 10’

10’

W

SW
Corner-
Reference

Unit:
N010E010

Unit:
S010W010

Unit:
N000E020

Unit:
N000E020

SW Reference
Point

LowMediumHigh

18’

Emag Potential:
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Uncovering The Past

• We will Interpret Collected Artifacts to Determine How 
People Lived in the Portsmouth Asylum
– We will use Stratigraphic Relationships to help Interpret 

Collected Artifacts:
• Harris Matrix Format using ArchEd Tool.  Relationships between 

artifacts in time: earlier, later, contemporary, and equal
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Sharing Our Heritage

• We Will Develop An Interpretive Trail
– A Day at the Portsmouth Asylum

• We will Reach Out to The Genealogy Community

Review from: http://www.poorhousestory.com/
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Sharing Our Heritage

• We Will Develop Lesson Plans and 
Enablers for Local Educators

• We Will Lead Guided Walks for 
Employees and Community Groups 
Alike

• We Will Publish All of our Research On-
Line:
– Databases,
– Photographs,
– Reports,
– Educational Enablers.
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Sharing Our Heritage

• Learned So Far:
– Working farm producing eggs, butter, apples, onions, seaweed, 

wool, sheep, pork, beef, and oakum,
– Several buildings hidden in woods off beaten path,
– Rules and regulations suggesting treating poor as criminals,
– Dungeon, a place of repression, singled out in Commissioner's 

Report,
– Insane and elderly clash in common quarters,
– Chaining and bailing to keep insane restrained,
– About 35-40 paupers buried in cemetery,
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How You Can Help

Join the REWHC Team!:
– Perform Research,
– Help Map the Site,
– Participate in Excavation and Interpretation.

Visit the rewhc.org website for further 
information or Contact Bill Saslow at x3461


